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Maryan  Abdulkar im  i s  a  femin is t ,  f ree lance  journa l i s t  and  a  columnis t  fo r  the  F inn ish

Nat iona l  Broadcast  Company  Yle  and  Hufvudstadsbladet  and  i s  a  member  of  Yle 's

Jury  of  the  Wise  Programme .  She  has  a  background  in  ant i - rac i s t  work  and  i s  the

founder  of  a  nat iona l  network  aga inst  rac i sm  and  xenophobia  ca l led  Rasmus .  She  i s

a  member  of  the  Mirac le  Workers  Col lect i ve ,  which  represented  F in land  in  2019  at

the  Venice  Biennale  with  The  Great  Mirac le  of  Percept ion  piece .  She  i s  a lso  the  co -

author  of  About  10  Myths  About  Feminism  book  which  rece ived  the  Minna  Canth

award .  Born  in  Mogadishu ,  she  moved  to  F in land  as  a  chi ld  and  grew  up  in  Tampere

and  Hels ink i .  In  her  work ,  Maryan  focuses  on  i s sues  that  re late  to  the  in tersect ion  of

gender ,  ethnic ,  c lass ,  re l ig ion  and  abi l i t y .  She  holds  that  a l l  women  do  not  face

discr iminat ion  in  the  same  way  or  reason ,  nor  a l l  minor i t ies  yet  the  s t ructures  that

uphold  hierarch ies  are  s imi la r  in  mani festat ion  of  power .

HIGHLIGHTS :  JOURNALISM ;  ARTIST ;  INTERSECTIONALITY ;  FEMINIST

UNDERTAKING EXTRAORDINARY
ACTIONS AT GRASSROOTS LEVEL IN
EUROPE
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MARYAN ABDULKARIM
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JOURNALIST AND ARTIST 

Malda  Avramenko  i s  Roma  mediator  in  Ventsp i l s ,  the  6th  l a rgest  c i ty  in  Latv ia  in  the

f ramework  of  the  Latv ian  Nat iona l  Roma  Plat form  pro jects  co - funded  by  the

European  Union  “Rights ,  Equal i ty  &  Cit izensh ip  Programme  -  2014 -2020 ” .  When  she

star ted  th i s  work  in  2018 ,  she  focused  on  45  disadvantaged  Roma  fami l ies  chi ldren

each ,  where  the  major i ty  of  adul ts  are  i l l i te rate  and  have  l imi ted  sk i l l s  fo r  the  l abour

market .  Dur ing  th i s  per iod  Avramenko  managed  to  ensure  that  ava i lab le  munic ipa l

apartments  were  renovated  fo r  twelve  fami l ies .  By  us ing  her  exper ience ,  knowledge ,

pers i s tence ,  abi l i t y  to  l i s ten  to  people 's  needs  and  col laborat i ve  sk i l l s ,  Avramenko

has  achieved  rea l  progress  fo r  the  most  disadvantaged  Roma  fami l ies  and  chi ldren

in  the  c i ty  of  Ventsp i l s .  By  engaging  in  const ruct ive  dia logue  with  munic ipa l  and

governmenta l  ins t i tut ions ,  att ract ing  resources  of  loca l  and  nat iona l  NGOs ,  f ight ing

discr iminat ion ,  espec ia l l y  dur ing  the  COVID - 19  pandemic ,  she  has  changed  the  l i ves

of  many .

HIGHLIGHTS :  ROMA  RIGHTS ;  SUPPORTING  ROMA  FAMIL IES

MALDA AVRAMENKO
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MEDIATOR AND ACTIVIST FOR ROMA FAMILIES AND CHILDREN IN VENTSPILS
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The  women  nurses  of  Europe  have  been  ins t rumenta l  in  work ing  on  the  f ront l ines

dur ing  the  COVID -cr i s i s  and  there  i s  a  power fu l  opportuni ty  to  ce lebrate  the

essent ia l  work  of  a l l  women  nurses ,  espec ia l l y  dur ing  th i s  t ime  of  the  COVID  cr i s i s .

EIGE  showed  in  a  recent  s tudy  that  women  make  up  the  major i ty  (76%) of  heal thcare

workers  in  the  EU .  This  work  should  be  recognised ,  even  more  so  in  ext remely

d i f f icu l t  condi t ions ,  a l l  across  Europe  dur ing  the  pandemic .  The  assoc iat ion

represents  2 .5  mil l ion  women  nurses .  90% of  i t s  governance  are  women .

HIGHLIGHTS :  HEALTHCARE  WORKERS ;  COVID  PANDEMIC ;  NURSES

EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF NURSES ASSOCIATIONS
COLLECTIVE REPRESENTING THE NURSING PROFESSION AND ITS INTERESTS


