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Al ice  Bent inck  i s  the  co - founder  of  Entrepreneur  F i r s t  (EF ) ,  a  London -based  s tar tup

acce lerator  fo r  UK  and  Centra l  European  tech  graduates  that  helps  bui ld  deep  tech

companies  f rom  scratch .  EF  invests  in  ind iv idua ls  with  computer  sc ience  and

engineer ing  backgrounds  and  has  bui l t  more  than  100  companies .  She  i s  a lso  the  co -

founder  of  Code  F i r s t  Gir l s ,  a  not - fo r -prof i t  that  helps  young  women  explore  careers

in  technology ,  inc luding  teaching  them  to  code  fo r  f ree .  An  advocate  fo r  the  entry  of

more  women  to  the  tech  f ie ld ,  she  was  named  one  of  the  F i f ty  Most  Insp i r ing  Women

in  European  Tech  by  the  Insp i r ing  F i f ty  organisat ion  in  2015 .

HIGHLIGHTS :  ENTREPRENEURSHIP ;  COMPUTER  SCIENCE ;  CODING

ALICE BENTINCK
CO-FOUNDER OF ENTREPRENEUR FIRST AND OF CODE FIRST GIRLS

SARA NURU
SHORTLISTED 2 

CO-FOUNDER OF NURUCOFFEE AND NURUWOMEN E.V.
Sara  Nuru  i s  an  entrepreneur ,  model ,  speaker ,  author  and  ambassador  fo r  Menschen

für  Menschen  (People  fo r  People ) .  In  addi t ion ,  the  Federa l  Minis t ry  fo r  Economic

Cooperat ion  and  Development  (BMZ )  appointed  the  Eth iopian  in  2018  as  ambassador

for  Fa i r  Trade .  In  2016  Sara  Nuru  founded  a  soc ia l  bus iness  ca l led  nuruCof fee

together  with  her  s i s ter  Sal i  Nuru .  With  the  sa le  of  fa i r  t rade  cof fee  f rom  Eth iopia

they  a im  to  support  women ,  who  are  the  most  disadvantaged  in  the  va lue  cha in .

Whi le  they  support  them  with  micro - loans ,  educat ion  and  t ra in ing  fo r  women ,  they

a lso  founded  the i r  own  non -prof i t  assoc iat ion ,  nuruWomen  e .V .  in  2018  in  Ber l in .  The

purpose  of  the  assoc iat ion  i s  to  promote  women  in  countr ies  of  the  global  south ,

espec ia l l y  in  Eth iopia .  This  i s  done  by  means  of  in format ion  and  educat ion ,  of fer ing

t ra in ing  courses  fo r  microcredi t  borrowers ,  and  the  grant ing  of  microcredi ts  fo r

women  who  want  to  s tar t  the i r  own  bus iness .

HIGHLIGHTS :  FAIRTRADE ;  ETHIOPIA ;  MICROLOANS ;  COFFEE
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TEAM MEMORY HAVEN
SHORTLISTED 3 

DEVELOPERS OF THE APP MEMORY HEAVEN
The  Memory  Haven  team ,  with  Rachael  Akano ,  Margaret  Akano ,  Joy  Njekwe  and

Eve lyn  Nomayo ,  are  nominated  fo r  the i r  contr ibut ion  to  bus iness  and  technology  in

I re land  and  Europe  more  broadly ,  and  fo r  lead ing  the  way  fo r  women  in  I re land  of  a l l

ages ,  in  part icu lar  those  f rom  underrepresented  communit ies  to  succeed  as  they

have  in  bus iness  and  STEM .  They  were  recent ly  awarded  the  top  pr ize  at  the  2020

v i r tua l  Technovat ion  World  Summit  fo r  an  app  they  created  ca l led  Memory  Haven .

The  app  of fers  support  to  the  500 ,000+  people  in  I re land  whose  loved  ones  have

been  af fected  by  dement ia .  I t  i s  ground -break ing  in  te rms  of  the  technolog ica l

support  i t  can  prov ide  both  to  people  with  dement ia  and  to  the i r  carers  in  re lat ion

to  memory  loss  and  recogni t ion .  To  combat  these  symptoms ,  some  of  the  features

the  app  inc ludes  are  a  sect ion  fo r  photos  to  be  played  back  as  s l ide  shows ,  reminder

a ler ts ,  heal th  care  checks  and  games  to  tes t  memory  and  cogni t i ve  abi l i t ies .  The

Memory  Haven  app  won  the  top  pr ize  at  the  2020  Technovat ion  World  Summit  and

the  I r i sh  team  had  been  the  only  EU  team  to  qual i f y  fo r  the  sen ior  div i s ion  f ina l s ,

thus  represent ing  Europe  in  the  f ina l  round .

HIGHLIGHTS :  DEMENTIA ;  STEM ;  TECHNOLOGY ;  APP


