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CATEGORY IS

Mar ia  Atanasova  i s  a  young  Roma  f rom  Bulgar ia  and  a  vo lunteer  with  Arete  Youth

Foundat ion ,  a  Romani  non -prof i t  organisat ion  work ing  with  Roma  communit ies  in

Bulgar ia .  The  organisat ion  supports  the  deve lopment  and  in tegrat ion  of  Roma  youth

v ia  mentorsh ip  programmes .  Mar ia  mentors  s tudents ,  organises  in i t ia t i ves  in  the

Roma  community  and  represents  Arete  Youth  Foundat ion  at  conferences ,  events  and

inst i tut ions .  She  i s  a lso  a  vo lunteer  coord inator  at  The  Soc ia l  Teahouse  -  Varna ,  a

soc ia l  enterpr i se  of fer ing  mentorsh ip  and  entrepreneursh ip  programmes  with  the

a im  of  support ing  chi ldren  without  parenta l  care .  Atanasova  organises  act iv i t ies  fo r

the  chi ldren  f rom  these  ins t i tut ions ,  part ic ipates  in  the  communicat ion  between

inst i tut ions  and  vo lunteers ,  mentors  young  people  in  The  Soc ia l  Teahouse ,  recru i t s

vo lunteers  and  coord inates  a  group  of  20  vo lunteers .  Mar ia  won  the  Young  European

of  the  Year  2020  by  Schwarzkopf  Foundat ion ;  the  pr ize  fo r  vo lunteer ing ,  mentorsh ip

and  act iv i sm .

HIGHLIGHTS :  YOUTH  PARTICIPATION ;  ROMA  COMMUNITY ;  BULGARIA

MARIA ATANASOVA
SHORTLISTED 1

VOLUNTEER AND ADVOCATE FOR INTEGRATION OF ROMA YOUTH

After  hav ing  worked  fo r  UN  Women  in  Braz i l ,  Ynaée  decided  to  create  and  set  up  her

own  pro ject :  In  2013 ,  at  the  age  of  22 ,  she  l aunched  En  avant  toute (s ) ,  an  assoc iat ion

that  f ights  fo r  gender  equal i ty  and  the  end  of  v io lence  aga inst  young  women .  En

avant  toute (s )  i s  recognised  by  French  assoc iat i ve  and  ins t i tut iona l  actors  and

occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  French  l andscape  of  femin is t  movements .  I t  i s

committed  to  a lways  va lu ing  soc ia l ,  assoc iat i ve  and  network  work .  One  of  the  key

in i t ia t i ves  of  En  avant  toute (s )  i s  the  commentonsa ime . f r  webs i te  which  i s  a imed  at

young  people  who  have  quest ions  about  the i r  re lat ionsh ip ,  the i r  sexua l i ty  and /or

the i r  ident i ty .  The  webs i te  i s  supported  by  a  chat  where  young  people  can  be  put  in

touch  with  profess iona ls  who  l i s ten  and  of fer  adv ice  or  point  them  towards  those

st ructures  that  can .  En  avant  toute (s )  has  brought  France  a  nat ionwide  sys tem

al lowing  young  people  to  express  themselves  and  seek  adv ice  in  a  non - judgmenta l

env i ronment .

HIGHLIGHTS :  GENDER  EQUALITY ;  VIOLENCE  AGAINST  YOUNG  WOMEN

YNAÉE BENABEN
SHORTLISTED 2

CO-FOUNDER OF EN AVANT TOUTE(S)
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I r yna  Yarmolenko  has  been  act ive  fo r  severa l  years  in  loca l  pol i t ics  in  Ukra ine ,

heading  up  the  Group  fo r  Equal  Opportuni t ies  of  Zhytomyr  City .  She  i s  a lso  the

founder  of  the  NGO  Center  fo r  Soc ia l  Communicat ion  which  creates  and  organises

publ ic  events  on  env i ronment ,  gender  and  soc ia l  i s sues :  Gender  Month ,  Cl imate

Ambit ion  Forum ,  She  Week .  Her  act iv i sm  and  advocacy  in  favour  of  the  ‘European

Charter  fo r  Equal i ty  of  Women  and  Men  in  Loca l  L i fe ’  in  Ukra ine  s ince  2018  has

contr ibuted  to  the  rap id  increase  in  the  number  of  Ukra in ian  s ignatory  c i t ies .  She  i s

a l so  an  act ive  member  of  the  CEMR  Standing  Committee  fo r  Equal i ty  s ince  Apr i l

2020 .  Fol lowing  her  recent  move  to  Bucha ,  where  she  wi l l  s tand  fo r  reg iona l  c i ty

counc i l  elect ions  in  October ,  she  i s  s tar t ing  to  deve lop  community  act iv i t ies  to  ra i se

awareness  about  ecology  and  sports  fo r  adul ts  and  chi ldren .  As  c i ty  counci l lo r  of

Zhytomyr ,  I r yna  invo lved  youth  in  draf t ing  an  appeal  that  the  nat iona l  government

should  spend  money  ef f ic ient ly  on  Cov id - 19  prevent ion ,  and  that  Ukra in ian  c i ty

counc i l s  should  work  c lose ly  with  loca l  youths  to  ra i se  awareness  on  th i s  top ic .

HIGHLIGHTS :  UKRAINE ;  YOUTH  PARTICIPATION ;  ENVIRONMENT ;  EDUCATION

IRYNA YARMOLENKO
SHORTLISTED 3  

FOUNDER OF THE NGO CENTER FOR SOCIAL COMMUNICATION


