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SHOWING EXTRAORDINARY LEADERSHIP
IN EUROPE

WOMAN IN POWER
CATEGORY IS

Kauthar  Bouchal l ikht  i s  a  f igurehead  of  the  c l imate  movement  in  Europe .  Kauthar

s tar ted  at  the  c l imate  s t r ikes  that  have  f i l led  s t reets  around  Europe  in  recent  years ,

and  now  she  has  become  one  of  the  f i r s t  c l imate  s t r ikers  to  be  elected  in to  a

nat iona l  par l iament  and  the  f i r s t  hi jab i  MP  in  the  Nether lands ,  a lways  address ing  the

intersect ion  between  gender ,  age ,  race  in  a l l  of  her  pursu i t s .  She  i s  a  determined ,

insp i rat iona l  woman  who  cont inues  conquer ing  his tor ica l  f i r s t s  and  defeat ing

pre judices  aga inst  women  and  aga inst  women  of  colour  in  part icu lar .  Kauthar

Bouchal l ikht  i s  the  personi f icat ion  of  a  new  k ind  of  pol i t ics .  Whi le  a lways

empowered ,  at  27  she  became  a  Woman  in  Power  by  being  elected  in to  the  Dutch

Par l iament ,  a  his tor ica l  f i r s t  fo r  a  c l imate  s t r iker  and  fo r  a  hi jab i  woman  in  the

Nether lands .

HIGHLIGHTS :  ACTIV ISM ;  POLIT IC IAN ;  MINORIT IES

KAUTHAR BOUCHALLIKHT

SHORTLISTED 1

DUTCH POLITICIAN AND CLIMATE ACTIVIST

ANGELA MERKEL

SHORTLISTED 2

CHANCELLOR OF GERMANY

Dr  Angela  Merke l  has  been  Chancel lo r  of  the  Federa l  Republ ic  of  Germany  s ince

2005 .  In  th i s  capac i ty ,  she  has  worked  to  promote  understanding  among  the  peoples

of  Europe  and  contr ibuted  to  fos ter ing  European  in tegrat ion .  Values  such  as

democracy  and  the  ru le  of  l aw  guide  Merke l 's  commitment .  In  the  16  years  of  her

German  chancel lo rsh ip ,  she  played  a  decis i ve  ro le  in  the  guidance  of  the  European

Union .  Dr  Merke l 's  leadersh ip  qual i t ies  were  part icu lar l y  ev ident  in  her  except iona l

cr i s i s  management ,  in  which  she  acted  with  reason ,  re l iab i l i t y  and  in  the  European

spi r i t ,  as  she  i s  conv inced  that  a  br ight  future  i s  only  poss ib le  in  a  s t rong  Europe .

She  demonst rated  th i s  in  part icu lar  at  cruc ia l  moments  fo r  Europe ,  such  as  in

managing  the  Euro  cr i s i s ,  in  the  re fugee  cr i ses  and  in  f ind ing  European  so lut ions  to

the  negat ive  consequences  of  the  COVID - 19  pandemic .

HIGHLIGHTS :  POLIT ICS ;  EUROPEAN  VALUES ;  LEADERSHIP
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SILVIA COSTA
EXTRAORDINARY COMMISSIONER OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT

Si l v ia  Costa  s tar ted  her  career  as  a  journa l i s t  and  edi tor  of  I l  Popolo  f rom  1978  to

1985 ,  before  gett ing  invo lved  in  I ta l ian  pol i t ics ,  f i r s t  as  Munic ipa l  Counci l lo r  of  Rome ,

then  as  a  member  of  the  I ta l ian  Chamber  of  Deput ies  and  of  the  Nat iona l  Counci l  fo r

Economics  and  Labour .  

In  2009 ,  she  was  elected  as  member  of  the  European  Par l iament  fo r  the  I ta l ian

Democrat ic  Party  in  the  Group  of  the  Progress ive  Al l iance  of  Soc ia l i s t s  and

Democrats .  Dur ing  her  second  mandate  in  the  European  Par l iament ,  she  was  Chai r

o f  the  Committee  on  Culture  and  Educat ion  (2014  –  2017 ) ,  dur ing  which  one  of  her

main  achievements  was  the  des ignat ion  2018  as  the  European  Year  of  Cultura l

Her i tage .  This  Year  was  an  unprecedented  mobi l i sat ion  of  her i tage  s takeholders

(decis ion -makers ,  experts ,  c iv i l  soc iety  and  c i t i zens )  at  a l l  leve l s  of  governance  (EU ,

nat iona l ,  reg iona l ,  loca l )  to  ce lebrate ,  ra i se  awareness  and  sa feguard  the  shared

her i tage  and  va lues .  

Si l v ia  Costa  a lso  served  in  the  European  Par l iament  as  Vice -Chai r  of  the  Delegat ion

for  re lat ions  with  I raq ,  member  of  the  Committee  on  Women 's  Rights  and  Gender

Equal i ty ,  and  of  the  Delegat ion  to  the  EU -Albania  Stabi l i sat ion  and  Assoc iat ion

Par l iamentary  Committee .

She  i s  cur rent ly  Ext raord inary  Commiss ioner  of  the  I ta l ian  Government  fo r  the

recovery  and  enhancement  of  the  fo rmer  bourbon  pr i son  of  Santo  Stefano  located

on  the  i s land  of  Ventotene .  This  highly  symbol ic  monument  i s  the  bi r thplace  of  the

famous  Ventotene  Mani festo  ca l l ing  fo r  European  in tegrat ion ,  which  ce lebrates  i t s

80thanniversary  th i s  year .  Santo  Stefano  i s  being  rev ived  through  a  re furb ishment

pro ject  insp i red  by  the  European  Commiss ion ’s  New  European  Bauhaus  in i t ia t i ve  to

promote  cul ture  and  his tory  through  susta inable  arch i tecture  and  ar t .  I t  wi l l  become

a  high - leve l  European  th ink - tank ,  academy  and  open -a i r  museum  a imed  at  boost ing

European  in tegrat ion  by  t ra in ing  EU  youth ,  scholars ,  and  pol i t ic ians ,  and

contr ibut ing  to  the  Conference  on  the  Future  of  Europe .  

HIGHLIGHTS :  CULTURAL  HERITAGE ;  EUROPEAN  VALUES ;  NEW  EUROPEAN  BAUHAUS


